[Transcatheter closure of atrial septal defects].
Transcatheter based device closure of secundum atrial septal defects (ASD) have been offered at our institution since September 1997. During the first three years, closure was attempted in 56 patients aged 3 to 71 years (median 15). Hospital notes on all patients undergoing device closure of atrial septal defects between September 1997 and September 2000 were reviewed. Indications for attempted closure were significant arteriovenous shunting (n = 49), venoarterial shunting (n = 3), and suspected paradoxical embolism (n = 4). Device delivery was achieved in 51 (91%) patients. In five patients, the procedure was abandoned, owing to the unsatisfactory position of the device. In one patient, embolisation occurred within 24 hours. At three months follow-up, 44 of the 46 patients investigated had completely closed defects. Residual flow was seen in two patients, including one (with three defects) who subsequently underwent elective surgical closure. There were no other complications. Device closure of ASD is a realistic alternative to surgical treatment.